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Conversations in the ladies' restroom can pay off

By WENDY FARRACE

Published: July 14, 2003, 06:21:18 AM PDT

Allow meto let you in on alittle secret of
sociology. Men make deals on the golf
course, but women make dealsin the
restroom. Men watch each other's game.
Women monitor time, process,
application of cosmetics, and dialogue. |
call this the phenomenon of the Potty
Mouth.

When | was single, | used this to judge
co-workers and would-be pals, and to
assess the general socia condition in
women's facilities. | learned a lot about
others' lives from the sacred discussions
held therein.

Wendy Farrace

In New York City, | learned before motherhood of the sadness mothers feel
as their babies grow older.

In San Francisco, | learned that the table of giddy gals across the restaurant
from us was a leshian bachel orette party, and boy, could they ever party.

In Boston, | learned of a friend's troubled marriage and family situation.
In New Orleans, | received expert career advice from a senior consultant.

And in Stockton, an old friend heard me revea how wildly in love with Robert
| was. | told her I'd follow him anywhere. Because of that conversation, he
and | were married six days later and are building a special life together.

However, the revelations and sociological observations that cause such intense
introspection or elation are quickly squelched when a 3-year-old boy is
inserted into the dynamic. The paradigm of the Potty Mouth takes a dramatic
turn and all of the discussions once interesting and profound are suddenly
inappropriate.

For example: We enter the Galletto facilities. It is later in the evening. Jacob is
silent. | prepare the area for him. Enter three women from the bar. They are
talking about their dates. They are extremely impressed. | am alarmed at the
direction their talk is taking (although as a single woman, | audibly shared
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